\

28" March 2024 NORTH STAR

NORTH STAR 240°

Dear North Star Families, .
In this issue:

It has been an extremely busy term and we are really Vision and Values
pleased with the progress everyone is making. | hope
you find this newsletter helpful. We look forward to

Parent’s evening Meetings

seeing you next term for Parents' Evening and telling Red Nose Day
you more about the North Star Academy Trust vision. Autism Independence
We wish you all a restful Easter break. Snapchat

Vision and Values at North Star Academy Trust

Welcome to the Vision and Values Relaunch at North Star 240/82. As we set sail on this exciting
voyage, we invite each member of our school community to be part of charting our course. Our
core values—Navigate, Success, Together with Ambition, and Relevance—are not mere
words; they are the guiding stars that illuminate our path.

What's New?

Student Videos: We believe that our students are the true custodians of our values. Therefore,
we're thrilled to announce the Student Values Video Challenge! Each team will create a short
video explaining what these values mean to them. Whether it's a dramatic interpretation, a
heartfelt interview, or an animated journey, we can't wait to see their creativity shine.

Fun Day Out: The winning team will embark on a memorable adventure with our senior staff
during the summer term. Imagine laughter, camaraderie, and shared memories as we celebrate
your commitment to our values.

Website Showcase: Some of the outstanding videos will be featured on our school website. Let's
inspire others and showcase the essence of North Star through the lens.

Parent Involvement: Parents, you're an integral part of our community. Join us for a special
event where we'll celebrate the relaunch of our values together. Details will follow soon!

Why Values Matter
Our values are more than words. They shape our actions, define our character, unite us as a
family. This helps us make a sense of belonging Let's explore what each value means:

Navigate A wide range of pathways that inspire our students to achieve

Success We provide personalised teaching that accelerates our students’ learning
Together Strong partnerships enable our students to be considerate community members
Ambition We have high expectations of everyone

Relevance We ensure everything we do is appropriate to individual's needs



Parent’s Evening Meetings

| wanted to remind you all that we will have a parent’s evening for all students on Thursday
25" April 2024 starting at 3.30pm You will be able to book your slot with your child’s tutor via
the Via Arbor parent app from Tuesday 26" March at 12pm. If you have yet to sign in to your
app please contact your child’s tutor who will be able to support.

Red Nose Day
Before Red Nose Day at our student council meeting we planned everything. Last time we had a

cake sale it went very well but the school decided to do something different. People wanted to
go to Costco and get hotdogs and pizzas but the school council decided not to because they
wanted to make it a fair price for students. Overall people had a lot of smart ideas but the best
one was definitely the pizza and getting out of lessons. On Red Nose day we sold pizza and

drinks for break, it was very yummy &) . NorthStar 240° made over a whopping £47 from the

sale.

Later on, Thursday afternoon we had a fun break from our lessons by getting 2 options of mov-
ies, one was Inside Out in Mrs Evans- Bentley's room and the other was Elemental Mr Marsh'’s
class. The year 8s mostly went to Inside Out and the year 7s went to the other choice. It was a
50p donation or more if you would like, but it was very fun and we are hoping we could do this
someday again. For the snacks we had sweet popcorn with pineapple squash and obviously
everyone got more popcorn. On Friday we did a non-school uniform day, everyone wore their
favourite outfits and everyone looked fabulous, again it was a 50p donation.

In total we raised a grand final £70.

Written by Amber and Rafal in year 7, part of the Student Council



Autism
Independence

Autism Independence supports people with a learning disability and autistic people and their
families. They have a focus on ethnic minorities.

They have teamed up with local GP services across Bristol, North Somerset and South
Gloucestershire to help people with a learning disability, with and without autism, to attend
annual health checks.

Research shows that people with a learning disability from ethnic minorities do not go to their
annual health checks. Health outcomes and life expectancy for these groups of people are a lot
worse.

The Race Equality Foundation published this review on the poorer care and lower life expectancy
that people with a learning disability and who are from ethnic minority communities experience.

Autism Independence can help:
If the person has a learning disability and they are from an ethnic minority background.

With translating and explaining the annual health check if English is not their first language.
By getting the person on their GP’s learning disability register.

By helping them to book and attend their annual health check.

By helping them follow up on their health action plan.

autism-independence.org
hello@autism-independence.org
07354 486 322

We would like to thank our supply agencies

Hanson Recruitment Ltd

Five Education

Teaching Personnel

The Supply Room

For their kind donation of Easter eggs for every child
across North Star Academy Trust .

They will be enjoyed !




At National Online Safety, we believe in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they
feel itis needed. This guide focuses on one of many apps which we believe trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.nationalonlinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults.

What parents,&‘eanenslNeed to Know about -

~SNBPCHAR >

Snapchat is an instant messagin app which ollows users to send ima es, videos and texts'to
people in their friends’list. One o Snopchat s unique features is that p ctures and messages
‘disappear’ 24 hoursiafter they’'ve been viewed; however, this content Isn t as temporary as many
ARE believe - with some users saving screenshots or usingianother device to take a photo of their
RISKS? screen. This year, Snapchat added ‘My Al": a customisable chatbot with which people can chat and
share secrets, as well as asking for advice andSuggestions of places to visit.
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TURN OFF QUICK ADD r' CHOOSE GOOD CONNECWONS B DISCUSS Al

|

The Quick Add feature helps gooplo j In 2021, Snupchnt rolled out Although Al's resronm can often 8'“

find each other on the app. T a new safety feature: users can the impression that it's a real person,

function works based on mutual now receive notifications reminding essential that young people remember this =

friends or whether someone’s 4 them of the im Iwronunco of moln(alnlng certainly isn't the case, Encourage your child =

number is in your child's contacts list. Explain connections with people they actuall to think critically about My Al's repl es to oS
‘ know well, as opposed to strangers. their questions: are they accurate and

to your child that this could potentially make
‘Friend Check p’ encourages users to reliable? Remind them that My Al :houldn't

their profile visible to strangers. We recommend

that your child turns off Quick Add, which can b delete eonnoctlonl with users that thox replace chatting with their real friends, and
done in the settings (accessed via the cog lcon’. rarely co i with, to heir that it's always better to talk to an actual
online :oioty and privacy. person In relation to medical matters.
It may feel like an awkward conversation Profiles are private by default, but children If a stranger does connect with your child
and one that yoyng gooplo can be may make Mm blic to gain more on Snapchat and begins to make lhnm
reluctant to hcvo it's im| ant to talk followers. Sna ories are vhlble to everyone feel uncomfortable through bullyi
openly and non )udgomontc y about ul!lnR Eour child adds, unlon they change the sett| pressure to send oxpllclt mages or
Romlnd Your child that once something's online, Snowog h( r location is visible unless Gi ost sending sexual images to them, your child
the creator loses control over where it ends up - Modo Is enabled (again via settings). It's sofest not can select the three dots on that on’s
and who else sees Iit. Likewlse, it's vital that o add POOPiG your child doesn't kal in real life ~ profile and report or block them. There are
children understand that some chollongn which NIPN lx since the addition of My Places, Whid'l ptions to state why they're reporting that user
become ronulor on the platform may have lows other Snapchat users to see where your child annoying or malicious messages, spam, or
potentially harmful consequences. arly visits and checks in. masquerading as someone else, for example).
.
Meet Our Expert . National
Dr Claire Sutheriand is an online safety consultant, educator and \ -
researcher who has developed and implemented anti-bullying ] ’ ’ o n I I n e
and cyber safety policies for schools. She has written various )
academic papers and carried out research for the Austrafian / S afety
government comparing internet use and sexting behaviour of
young people in the UK, USA and Australia, e g #wakeupwednesdaB
Scuroes Hepebuparopcratcomolergak Whot- My Ao Spchot-and- Fow-do et | Hves. ey G bty wrhoncs s
% \ aroczson ety | heps e el *
, @natonlinesafety n /NationalOnlineSafety . @nationalonlinesafety (} @national_online_safety

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 17.05.2023



