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Computing curriculum at North Star 82
Intent
At North Star 82, our Computing curriculum is delivered through our project-based learning (PBL) approach to ensure learning is purposeful, meaningful and rooted in real-world contexts. Our intent is to develop learners who can confidently, safely and creatively use technology to support learning, communication and everyday life.
Through Computing, pupils develop an understanding of how digital technology works and how it can be used as a tool for problem-solving, research, creativity and communication. We aim to equip learners with transferable digital skills that prepare them for future education, employment and life beyond school.
Online safety is a fundamental and explicit element of our intent. We ensure pupils understand how to stay safe online by protecting personal information, recognising risks, managing online relationships and behaving responsibly in digital environments. Through project-based learning, pupils are supported to develop independence, resilience and self-regulation, particularly supporting those with SEMH needs to engage positively and confidently with technology.
Implementation
Computing is taught as an integrated part of our project-based learning curriculum. Skills and knowledge are applied within meaningful projects that link to wider curriculum themes, allowing pupils to understand why Computing skills matter and how they can be used in real-life contexts.
Learners engage in practical, hands-on activities using a range of devices, software and digital platforms. Projects may include researching information, creating digital presentations, producing media, coding simple programs or using technology to present learning outcomes. Teaching is carefully sequenced, with clear modelling, guided practice and opportunities to revisit and apply skills across different projects.
Collaborative project work supports communication, teamwork and problem-solving, while structured routines and clear expectations support pupils with SEMH needs. Teachers use ongoing formative assessment to monitor progress and adapt learning. Online safety is embedded throughout projects, with explicit teaching on secure passwords, safe online communication, recognising cyberbullying, managing digital footprints and identifying potential online risks.
Impact
As a result of our project-based Computing curriculum, pupils develop confidence and independence in using technology as a meaningful tool for learning and communication. Learners demonstrate secure digital literacy skills and are able to apply these across a range of contexts and projects.
Pupils develop transferable Computing skills that enable them to adapt to new and emerging technologies with confidence and curiosity. They show increased creativity, problem-solving ability and resilience when using digital tools to achieve project outcomes.
Learners leave North Star 82 with a strong understanding of online safety and digital responsibility. They are able to make informed choices, manage risks and protect themselves and others online. Overall, pupils are well-prepared to use technology safely, responsibly and effectively in further education, employment and everyday life.
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