Curriculum Progression for Gardening

Understanding of
Plants

Strand EYFS
* Explores soil, seeds, plants and natural materials
* Learns basic plant needs: sun, soil, water
Knowledge &  Notices growth, change and seasonal patterns

* Recognises simple garden produce
* Notices decay and breaking down of plants

* Understands plant life cycles: seed - plant - seed
* Knows parts of a plant and their functions

* |dentifies common garden plants and weeds

* Understands pollination in simple terms

* Recognise some seasonal changes in the plants

* Explains plant biology (roots, photosynthesis, reproduction)
* Understands ecosystems and plant—-animal interactions

* |dentifies a wide range of crops, herbs, ornamentals

* Understands soil health, nutrients & compost

Practical Gardening
Skills

* Waters plants with guidance

* Digs, rakes, fills pots, and handles soil safely
* Sows large or easy-to-handle seeds

* Harvests simple crops gently

* Plants seeds and seedlings independently

* Uses hand tools safely

* Learns basic weeding and deadheading

* Follows simple routines for plant care

* Cleans tools, wheelbarrows, pots

eUnderstands that we need to tidy and maintain walk ways so we
can move around safely

* Uses a full garden toolset

 Plans and maintains dedicated beds or allotments

* Harvests, processes & records yields

* Demonstrates pruning, propagation, spacing techniques

Environmental
Responsibility

Key words

* Begins caring for living things

* Learns gentle handling of plants and minibeasts

eUnderstands simple concepts like (don’t overwater, don't waste
compost, stick to the paths)

earth, ground, seeds, grow, plant, garden, outside, big, small,
tall, wet, wet dry, minibeasts, seed, root, petal, soil, grass, log,
worm, beetle, spider, ladybird, caterpillar, butterfly, ant, snail,
slug, bee, sun, rain, wind, cloudy, shade, warm, cold, spring,
summer, autumn, winter, pots, digger, watering can, tap

* Sorts organic waste for composting

* Understands why saving water matters

* Learns how gardens support wildlife

* Learns about hibernation

* Learns that a pond has life forms and needs to treated
respectfully

root, stem, leaf, leaves, flower, seed, bulb, shoot, bud, fruit,
petals, trunk, water, sunlight, air, soil, space, warmth, nutrients,
grow, growth, germinate, life cycle, wild, plant, garden plant,
evergreen, deciduous, shrub, tree sunny, cloudy, rainy, windy,
shade, temperature, season (spring, summer, autumn, winter),
worm, bee, butterfly, caterpillar, ladybird, beetle, spider, slug,
snail, habitat, pollinator, vegetable, herb, flower, trowel, spade,
rake, fork, hoe, watering can, wheelbarrow, gloves, secateurs

* Manages composting systems
* Makes sustainable growing decisions
sCreates or maintains wildlife habitats

* Feeds wildlife appropriately with the correct food

* Offers suggestions about how to help the garden conserve its
wildlife

* Helps to build small constructions to house wildlife

photosynthesis, chlorophyll, pollination, fertilisation,
germination, reproduction (in plants), dispersal (seed dispersal),
nutrients, transpiration, evaporation, carbon dioxide, oxygen,
lifecycle roots (taproot, fibrous roots), stem, leaves (blades,
veins), flower, stamen, pistil / carpel, anther, filament, stigma,
style, ovary, petals / sepals, trowel, hand fork, hoe, spade, rake,
cultivator, compost bin, watering can, irrigation, greenhouse,
raised bed, mulch, wheelbarrow, secateurs (adult-use),
propagate, compost, organic matter, fertiliser, soil types (clay,
sandy, loam), pH level, germination rate, harvest, crop, rotation,
perennial, annual, biennial, seedling, cutting, transplant,
pollinator, habitat, ecosystem, predator, prey, decomposer,
wormery, biodiversity, food chain, microhabitat, temperature,
humidity, rainfall, drought, climate, frost, sunlight intensity,
shade tolerance, seasonal changes, observe, measure, record,
compare, classify, identify, estimate, investigate, experiment,
evaluate




